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TMK STATE OF AFFAIRS IN KANSAS. 



I SPEECH OF HON. HENRY WILSON. 



[ A iiie<isas,'e from the President of llie United StiUrs was 
I rcceiveil by the Semite, enclosing a report from llie j*ec- 
I rriary oi St:»te, on the existing state of affairs in Kansas 

[ Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the Senator 
[from Conuecticut [Mr. Toucey] closes his speech 
j with the assumption, that there may be those in 
the CO an try who do not wish the President to 
I preserve order ; and he is pleased to say that, if 
[the I'i.vecutive does so, their " vocation" wiil be 
jgnne. Let me say to the Senator from Connect- 
lioiit, that the "vocation" of those to whom he 
I aliudes is not fiiwning, abject servility to power. 
I No, sir, t hey do not 

I "bend to powfr, and lap it* milk." 

If the Senator from Connecticut alludes to 
tiiose who have opposed the uncalled-for and 
wiintoii repeal of the Missouri prohibition; if he 
aliudos to those who condemn the policy of the 
Adiiiiiiistration in K.an.sa3 ; if he intends to charge 
■.b'iateilij^ent, patriotic men who sympathize 
vr-ith tlio wronged and outraged people of Kansas, 
tiravcly straggling to preserv^e their firesides and 
I'lltars, their property and lives, against the armed 
!ivc;^ressioa3 of lawless invasions from Missouri, 
'■^'ith a disposition to violate or resist the laws of 
the couiitry, or to cherish sectional animosity 
and strife, he makes a charge unsupported by 
cyen the shadow of truth ; and here, and now to 
his fiice, and before the Senate and the country, 
I pronounce the charge utterly unfounded. If he 
• utendsjsir. to insinuate a charge of that character 
ag.alnst me, I prompt.ly meet it, and here and now 
oefore the Senate I brand it as it deserves. 

The Senator from Connecticut, with an air of 
confident assurance, calls for facts. Evidently 
possessed with the vast knowledge embodied in 
■^iiese documents seat here by the Executive, the 
•"^saator assumes the air and tone of one entitled 
" speak by authority, and be invites us to deal 
1 fiu't^. ,Sir, he shall have facts; for it so hap- 
;^ns that the friends of those who are struggling 

Kansas to protect their lives, their property, 
•I'ir all, against unauthorized power and lawless 
, 'Ccnco, know something of the facts which 
transpired there. All knowledge, sir, of 



affairs in Kansas is not in the keeping of the 
Kxecutivc and his Senator from Connecticut. 
The tree of knowledge, sir, was not planted in 
the Executive garden. ; and I sometimes think, if 
it Ijad been, its forbidden fruits would have been 
more secure than were the fruits of that tr*e 
plucked by our first parents. 

The Senator from Connecticut commends us %o 
the consideration of this correspondence; and 
the Senator from California [Mr. Welleb] agke 
us to print ten thousand extra copies of it, to be 
scattered broadcast over the land. I now say— 
and I can establish what I say before any com* 
mittee of investigation, so that no man can ques-v^, 
lion the declaration — that this correspondence 
utterly and totally misstates and misrepresents 
the state of affairs in Kansas. These documents^ 
sir, are made up of telegraphic dispatches, of 
letters, of statements, of orders, written by Gov* 
ernor Shannon and others, on the rumors of tli6 
hourj in a large Territory, at a time when the 
people were deeply agitoted by all sorts of re-» 
ports that fiew over the land in rapid successios; 
We are called upon now to publish these rumors — 
rumors that turned out to be exaggerated ot 
false — rumors recognised and admitted to be 
false by the GS^overnor of the Territory, in his cod- 
versation and in his treaty with the citizens of 
Lawrence. Yes, sir, the Senate is now called 
upon to print and send over the country, as offi- 
cial documents, these stupendous misrepresenta- 
tions of facts. They wiil carry a gigantic false- 
hood tr \he American people. ILe who reade 
only * ;ss documents has no accurate knowl- 
edge, no true conception, of the actual condi- 
tion of affairs in Kani5as at the time covered by 
them. 

The year of 1854 opened upon a vast territory, 
lying in the heart of the continent, extending 
from thirty-six degrees thirty minutes on the 
south, to the possessions oi the British Queen oa 
the north ; from the borders of Missouri, Iowa, 
and Minnesota, on the cast, to the summits of tbe 
Rocky Mountains on the west. Over that terri- 
tory, larger than the empire of Napoleon when, 
at the head of the grand army, he gazed upon 
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tlifit "ocean of flame'' Ihiit wrapt the minarets, 
turrets, and towers, of the ancient capital of the 
Czars, the Republic, on the Cth of March, 1820, 
engraved in lellers -of living light the sacred 
words, "Slavery shall be and is forever prohib- 
ited ! " Hlaverj, %vith hungry gaze, glared upon 
the forest and prairie, hill and mountain, lake 
and river, of tiiut magnificent region it was for- 
ever forbidden to enter. Fixing its glittering 
eye upon that paradise, consecrated by the nation 
to Freedom and free institutions for all, hallowed 
forever to free men and free labor, the Slave 
Power, in the person of the late President of the 
Senate, the soul of these border aggressions, de- 
manded that this heritage of free labor shouid be 
opened to the withering footsteps of the bond- 
man. Sir^ with hot haste you grasped this 
domain of Freedom, and flung it to the Slave 
Propaganda. Sir, your Administration, in an- 
swer to the stern protest of the free laboring men 
of the country, whose heritage it was, mocked 
them with the delusive promise that the actual 
settlers were to shape, mould, and fiishion the 
iftstttutions of Kansas and Nebraska. Sir, two 
years have passed, and your " squatter sovereign- 
ty" is proved a delusion and a cheat. Laws, 
more inhuman than the code of Draco, forced 
upon the actual settlers of Kansas by armed 
invading hosts from Missouri, are now to be 
enforced by United States dragoons. The Con- 
stitution, framed by a Convention of the People, 
is spurned from the halls of Congress; the Con- 
vention that formed it is pronounced "spurious" 
by the Senator from Connecticut; and the people 
who ratified it arc branded as traitors bv the 
<Administration and its subalterns. 

By the theory of the Kansas-Nebraska act, Mr. 
President, the actual settlers were to decide the 
transcendent question, whether Freedom should 
bless, or Slavery curse, the virgin soil of those 
vast Territories lying in the central regions of 
the continent. The sons of the free States — of 
Puritan New England, of the great central States, 
and of the Northwest — men who call no man 
master, and who wish to make no man a slave, 
were invited to plant upon the soil of Kansas 
those institutions that have blessed, beautified, 
and adorned the homes of their childhood. The 
sons of the South — from regions once teeming 
with the rich fruits of fields, now blasted, blight- 
ed, and withered, by the sweat of untutored and 
unrewarded toil — were invited to plant, if they 
could, the institutions that had dishonored labor 
in their own native States, upon the unbroken 
soil of Kansas. Sir, the people of the North and 
the people of the South had a legal and moral 
right to go there, when they pleased, how they 
pleased, and with whom they pleased; in com- 
panies or in single families ; under their own di- 
rection, or under the auspices of Emigrant Aid 
Societies, in the North or the South. 

Sir, the honorable Senator from Missouri, [Mr. 
Qkyeu,] in his remarks the other day upon the 
resolution of inquiry submitted by m.e, made the 
extraordinary declaration that the "disorders" 
which he admits have existed on the borders 
" arc to be attributed to an extraordinary organ- 
ization, called an 'Emigrant Aid Society' — the first ! 



attempt in the history of iliis country to tuke pos- 
session of an organized Territory, and exclude 
from it the inhabitants of other portions of the 
Union." I am amazed that the Senator from 
Missouri should make such a declaration on the 
floor of the Senate. When and how did tin'- 
"Emigrant Aid Society" " attempt to take pos- 
session of an organized Territory, and to exclude 
from it the inhabitants of other portions of the 
Union?" Will the Senator tell us when that 
" attempt" was made? Will he tell us where it 
was made? Will he tell us how it Avas made? 
Here and now I challenge the Senator to give us 
one single fact to sustain the declaration he ha<; 
so unjustly made against men.of stainlc^is purity. 
The Senator avows that men from his State 
"have passed over the borders," but they have 
done so (he tells us) " to protect the bal!ol-box 
from the attempt of armed colonists to control the 
elections there." AVhcn and how were the bal- 
lot-boxes assailed by " armed colonists " from 
tlie North ? 1 call upon the Senator from Mis- 
souri, T challenge any Senator, to furnish one 
fact, one single authenticated fact, to sustain this 
assumption. ■ ■ 

Sir^ the Emigrant Aid Society of New England 
has violated no law, human or divii\e. Standing 
here, sir, before the Senate and the countrvj I 
challenge the Senator from Missouri, or any other 
Senator, to furnish to the Senate one fact, one 
authenticated fact, to show that the Emigrant Aid 
Society has performed any illegal act, any act 
inconsistent with the obligations of patriotism, 
morality, or religion. Sir, the President of the 
United States has arraigned before the country 
these Emigrant Aid Societies. The organs of the 
Administration have assailed them, and now the 
Senator from Missouri bore, on the floor 6f the 
Senate, renews the assault. Sir, I call upon. 1 
defy any supporter of the Administration, any 
apologist of Atchison, Stringfellow, and their 
followers, to give us one act of the director.^ of 
the New England Emigrant Aid Society hostile 
to law, order, and peace. I know most of these 
gentlemen thus wantonly assailed, and I know 
them to be law-abiding, order-loving, conservative 
men. I defy the Senator from Missouri, the Sen- 
ator fi'ora Connecticut, or the Chief Magistrate 
at the other end of the avenue, to showj here or 
elsewhere, that the Emigrant Aid Society ever 
violated a law of this eOilntry, or performed an 
act which could not receive the sanction of tho 
laws of God and man. Sir, they have sent no 
paupers or criminals to Kansas. They have siia- 
ply organized a system by which persons wish- 
ing to go to Kansas may go in small companies, 
and, by going together and starting at a particular 
time and place, may have the cost of their fare 
reduced abont thirty-throe per cent. This com- 
pany has bivilt a hotel in Kansas ; has sent somd 
saw-mills there: has aided in establishing schools 
and churches. That is the extent of their offence—' 
no more, no less. ' 

Mr. President, on tho 29th of July, 1854, withiS 
sixty days after the passage of the Kansas-N^ 
braska act, a meeting was called at WestoUj M^- 
souri, by the " Platte County Self-Defensive is- 
sociation." Resolutions were adopted, declaiins!; 
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that tne association, wl>enever called upon hy 
any of the citizens of'Kftnsas Territory, 'vr'iU hold 
Hself in readiness to assist in r^moviug any and 
.-il! esnigryints who go there und«rthe auspices of 
tlic Norlhern Emigration Aid Societies. 

Before the feet of the first emigrants who went 
there under the auspices of the Emigrant Aid 
!^oeiety pressed the soil of Kansas, this " Platte 
County Self-Defensive Association," under the 
guidance of B. F. Stringfellow, prociaiiucd to the 
world its readiness to cross into Kansas and 
remove actual settlers from their new homes. 
Uiidc-r the lead of this lawless association, other 
meetings were held in Western Missouri, and res- 
o'lUtiions adopted in favor of carrying Slavery 
into Kansas, and in denunciation of epiigrants 
Irom the free States who should go there under 
the auspices of the Emigrant Aid Societies. 

On the 9th of August, more than two months 
after the Kansas-Nebraska act was passed, a few 
persons went into that Territory from the East. 
They went there under tJie auspices of that socie- 
ty referred to the other day so unjustly by the 
Senator from Missouri. Early in the autumn of 
1854, the Missouri guardians of Kansas crossed 
over into the Territory, and, by force of arras, 
endeavored to drive from their homes the few 
persons Avho had begun the little settlement at 
Lawrence. But these Platte County Association 
heroes found a little band of about thirty New 
Kngland men, under the lead of Charles Robin- 
'on— the Miles Standish of Kansas — ready to 
Q)eet the issue with powder and ball ; and they 
retreated to their homes, preferring to live to 
■i^ht iinother day. 

The Senator from Connecticut referred wir.h an 
;ur of triumph to the election which took place 
on the 29th day of November, 1854. On that 
lay, Mr. Whitfield was elected — and triumphantly 
elected— a Delegate from that Territory. No one 
ever questioned the fact that he had a majority 

ihe legal voters of ike Territory on (hat day; but, 
in addition to that fact, men familiar with the 
^erriiory declare that he received the votes of 
more th.an one thousand inhabitants of Missouri, 
who crossed the line and voted on that occasion. 

I hold ill my hand, sir, a paper drawn up and 
signed by General Pomeroy — a gentleman of in- 
telligence, of personal honor, whose vcracit}' no 
luan who knows him can ever question. From 
thi? memorial, addressed to Congress, I quote the 
tviilir.ving -words concerning the election of the 
-'^'ih oi'Xovember, IS'j I: 

■ i'li • I'ir.-t !i:ilk)l-'oox ttiiit was opemi J ui;iiii o::r virgin 
•^uii \v,i--. clo.nrii to l<y (iverpo'.vcriiig- nambers uiul uu- 
i"^ ; lorot;. So aiul r('.cklt'..-« were our invaticrs, i 
Jit '^I'.'v cnrod not to conceal liieir atuio.iv. Tiiey came ' 
"1> 'II lis. not ill ilie miise ot' voter?:, to steal away ourl'raii- ! 
<'ii:>c i'-ii lu.liiiy an ' ('{-ciiiy. to <!iaich il with a strong' 
:iH,i(i. 'lii-y cu'u ' dirt crllv from their own homes and in 
<''|iii;).i>'! :t nl ur.;a;ii/.eil h inds, willi arms in h:«nd and 
i' •'•'IS ) i< (or ill,; expedition, marched to our polls, and, 

I I! ;;: -ir wofk was ('.one. riiiarni'd wlu^iicf they came, 
li is i! ui.'c 'ssary to i-nter iiitj she rUuniis; it is en'ouerh lo 
j^'iv vi.-,\ 111 thr>.M' districts, in whio.li, ;>y t-ia most irrefraga- 
ovidiMU'-. r,i-^rc v.-cri! not owe iiut, •ix-d and fit'ty vo- 

l"'''. Ml;)-;| o'wljoni rrfilSv 

0! t'le cii clivc fraiiehisv 



I'lOlISUii;! V 



.! to pariicii)at.e ia the mockery 
, these invadiir.s polled over a 



An examination of details will reveal the c.vtent 
•it' this fraud. In the eeventh election district of 



Kansas, six hundred and four vol«8 were east on 
the 29th of November, 1854. Of these, Wbitfiehi 
received f.ve hundred and ninety-s^evea— all bot 
eeveu- Three months afterwards the censaa WjM 
taken, and there were only fifty-three voters i« 
the seventh district. Who went there to jots^ 
Organized, armed, disciplined ra^^n from the Siatf 
of Missouri) and all the votes but^ei'en in th«l 
district were given for Mr. Whitfield. Does the 
Senator froai Missouri call that " protecting the 
ballot-box against armed colonists?" In the 
eleventh district, on the same day, two bundreiS 
and thirty-seven votes were given. In Febniarf 
following, when the<*ertsus was taken, there were 
but twenty-four voters in that district, which, 
three months before, had given Whitfield twd 
hundred and thirty-seven votes — all but thr^e 
of the whole nuinber cast. ; And within thirty 
days after the census was taken, three hundrefl 
and twenty-eight votes w6re given in this ii^ 
trict, having <!>nly twenty-four roters ; y©t th*^ 
Senator from Missouri gravely informs the Sett* 
ate that Missourians only crossed over the bts^^ 
ders to protect the ballot-boxes against ttrniied 
colonists" sent there under the auspices of Emi- 
grant Aid Societies. That these Missoutiatif 
crossed the line and voted on that day for Wbifei' 
field, no one doubted; but he had a'majority 
the voters of the Territory, and for thnt feati<ki 
Am eleetion wa^ not cdntested. That is the anawej? 
to the Senator from Connecticut, who has buiH 
his argument on that fact. 

The character of this invasion will appear ifl 
an extract from a speech made by oiie of these 
modern heroes, (General Stringfcllow,) who, ac- 
cording to the Senator from Missouri, crosses 
over into Kansas " to protect the ballot-boxeiJ 
from the armed colonists " from the fre0 States, 
This speech was made just before the election df 
November 29, 1854, to which the Senator ftom 
Connecticut has referred with so much confideace, 
at St. tfoseph, ifissouri. In that speech. General 
Stringfellow said : ' " ' 

"I IcU you to mark every scoundrel amoHj? you that ii« 
the least tainted with FrcC'Soilism or Abolitionism, antl 
fxtmninate him Neither give wot lake ([uartcr from the 
damned rascal. I propose to mark them in thin hdiis'e, 
and oil the present oecasion. xo llial you may cbt.bh imk*! 
our." . ; 

" Crush them out" is the language. You will 
remember, sir, that the Attorney General 'of the 
United States — a man Avho spent the dew of bis 
youth and the vigor of his early manhood in ae- 
sailing Democratic statesmen, and who is now 
giving the mature years of his life to un(Jermining 
and perverting Democratic principles — sent an 
edict to Massachusetts, pending th^ eiectioii in 
1853, that the President '* was up to the occasion,*' 
and intended ''to crush out the element of Aboli- 
tionism.'' General Stringfellow, like the Presi- 
dent, is uj) to the occa.?ion." lie has caught up 
the word of the Attorney General. He is going 
to mark the Free-Soilers, he says, that you may 
"crush them out." 1 think his success, sir, will 
be about equal to tlic success which followed 
the cnbrts of the President and General Cu.shing, 
in crushing out the element of Abolitionism." 
The elections of the last two years have shown 
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who is the crusher and who is the crushed- Gen- 
eral Stringfellow continues : 

"To those wlio have qualms of conscience as to viola- 
ting Inws, State or National, the time has come M-hen such 
impositions must be disregarded, as your rights and prop- 
erly are in danger ; and I advise you, one and all, to tnter 
every eltcium dixtrir.t in Kansas, in d-^innce nf Reeder and 
hU vile myrmidons, and vote at the point of the bowie-knife 
and revolver. Neither give nor take quarter, as our case 
demands it. It is enottgh that the slaveholding interest 
wills it, from which there is no aiipeal. What right has 
Governor Reeder to rule Missourians in Kan^as? His 
proclamation and prescribed oath must he repudiated. Il 
is your inicrest to do .so. Mind that Slavery is established 
where it is not prohibited." 

"Qualms of conscience aa to violating laws, 
gtate or National ! " No, sir, that will never do ! 
'f Such impositions must be disregarded ! " "Ev- 
election district in Kansas, must be entered 
by , one and all," and they must " vote at the 
ppint of the bowic-lcnive and revolver ! Is that 
tjhp way these border gentlemen pass over the 
ime, according to the Senator from Missouri, " to 
protect the ballot-boxes against the armed colo- 

",Qualms of conscience about violating laws, 
Smte or National," were given up, and they " en- 
ti^red into every election district in Kansas, in 
spite / of the proclamation of Reeder," and made 
$^6 election of Whitfield doubly sure. The Sen- 
9,tQ will remember that the Senator from Missouu 
a»8,ures us that Missourians only crossed the bor- 
jiers to "protect the ballot-boxes against the 
armed colonists " frotn the East. Sir, I commend 
to the especial consideration of the Senator from 
Missouri the advice of General Stringfellow, to 
give up all "qualms of conscience as to viola- 
tjing laws, State or National," and to " enter every 
election district in Kansas." Is that the way 
Missourians " protect the ballot-boxes over the 
borders ? " 

Mr. BUTLER. Allow me to ask the Senator's 
authority for the remarks of General Stringfellow. 

Mr. WILSON. I quote from a speech made by 
General Stringfellow, published in a Western 
Missouri paper, republished throughout the coun- 
try, and never denied by him. General String- 
fellow has since said, in a letter to the people of 
the South, that if the Missourians had gone into 
Kansas and ruled it once, they could do it again. 
Tiie men in Western Missouri who were the first 
to accept the advice of their leader, do not deny 
these things. They openly proQjaim their inten- 
tions, and act upon them. Sir^ I can respect the 
frankness of crime, much more than the wriggling 
elforts, by apology, iuuendo, and assertion, to 
falsity facts and to impeach the innocent. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not intend to deny any- 
thing that General Stringfellow assumed to say. 
I know General Stringfellow very well, and I 
presume he would stand up to-morrow and face 
tiio music. I do not suppose that he would re- 
treat, nor do I deny anything which is imputed 
to him, except, it may be, the bad taste of the 
language used in what the Senator has read. 
[Laughter.] As to his whipping Reeder, every- 
body knows it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WILSON. Well, sir, 1 do not wish to con- 
tend with the Senator about the taste of this 
border hero. 



I proceed now with the facts. The censna of 
Kansas was taken, by the direction of Governor 
Reeder, in February, 1855 ; and tbes there "Were 
eight thousand five hundred inhabitaijts, and 
two tliousand eight hundred and seventy-seven 
legal voters, in the Territory. At the ensuing 
election — on the 30th of March, 1855— four thou- 
sand voters from the State of Missouri passed int</ 
that Territory, and gave their votes. Lawrence, 
according to the census, was titled to less than 
five hundred votes. But, sir, nine hundred and 
fifty were cast, although nearly one half the legal 
voters of Lawrence, if we are to believe the tes- 
timony of some of their most respectable citizens, 
refused to vote on that day. More than eight 
hundred Missourians, armed to the te^th, led by 
Colonel Young, a lawyer of Western Missouri, 
went to Lawrence, the home of the New England 
men so often assailed and so much misrepresent- 
ed in the documents before us. Colonel Young 
made a speech, declaring that he would vote or 
would shed his blood. He took the precaution, 
however, to swear in his vote. He had more re- 
gard for his life tiiivii he had for his eousdence. 

Mr. YULEE. Will the Senator excuse me for 
a moment ? 

Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 

Mr. YULEE. I have been listening Tvith much 
interest to the Senator's remarks, and I desire to 
ask him, as he proceeds with his statements of 
fact, to refer us to the authority on waich ie re- 
lies. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I state what I 
have said on the authority of Mr. Hutbhinson, 
a lawyer of Lawrence, and a rejected Free State 
member of the Legislature of Kansas, elected in 
1855, and now present in the Senate Chamber— 
a man, sir, of intelligence, of conscience, and of 
character. And what he says is confirmed by 
the memorial of General Pomeroy, to which I 
have referred, setting forth certain facts which 
transpired on that day. I will read what this 
gentleman says in regard to the Lawrence district: 

"In the Lawronce dislriot, ppeoches were made to IlieiVi 
by leading residents of Missouri, in which il was snid thai 
they would carry their purpose, if need be, at ihe point of 
the bayonet and bovvic-kn.le ; and one voter vs'.ms fired al. 
as he was driven from the eUuttiou ground. Finding iht-y 
had a greater force than was necessary for thsi: poil,soi;)e 
two liundred men were drafted from the num'^er. and s«ui 
oir, under their proper oirioers, lo nnotlier dir-tfici; 'ifti-'r 
which, tiicy still polled from this camp over seven hun- 
dred votes." 

General Pomcroy says that in the fourth tind 
seventh districts, along the Santa Fe road, 

"'The invaders came together in one ann:Mi and organ- 
ized body, with trains of fifty wagou.s, besides ho senit'ii- 
and. the night before election, pitched their i'nnip in t!ie 
vicinity of the polls; and. having appointed ihcir own 
judges in place of tijose who, iiom intimidation or other- 
wise, failed to attend, I hey voted witliout any proof ot 
rfsii'.ence. In these two election districts, where tlie cer- 
sns shov s one Imndred voter?, there were polled three 
hundred and fourteen votes." 

In the Leavenworth district, hundreds of men 
breakfasted in Missouri, voted in Kansas, and 
returned on the same day to Missouri. While 
the voting was going on, one of their loader.? 
made a speech, in whicli he told the Platte county 
boys that they must stond aside, and let the Clay 
county boys vote first, because they had tbe fur- 



tliest to go ia returning to their iomes ; and the 
Platte county boys of Missouri stood aside, and 
allowed the Clay couaty boys of Missouri to vote^ 
first and go h»>' le. " 

■ This memori.^l declares that 

•'Hundreds of men came together in the siiteer.th dis- 
trict, crossing the river from Missouri the day before e'Jec- 
lion. and encamping together, armed and provisioned, 
made the fiercest threats against the lives of the judges, 
and during the night called several limes at the hoase of 
one of them, for the purpose of intimidating him, declaring 
in the presence of his wife that a rope hadbeen, prepared 
10 hang him ; and although wc arte not prepared to say 
that these threats would have been carried out, yet they 
served to produce his resignation, and give these invaders, 
ill the substitution, control of the polls ; and on the mormn,!? 
of thp election, a steamboat brought from the town of 
Weston, Missouri, to Leavenworth, an accession to their 
number of several hundred more, who returned in the 
same boat, after depositing their votes. There were ovt r 
nine hundred and fifty votf.s polled, besides f/om one hun- 
dred to one hundred and fifty actual residents who were 
deterred or discouraijed from voting, while the census 
returns show but three hundred and eighty-five votes in 
tiie district a month before. Not less than six hundred 
Totes were here given by these non-residents of the Ter- 
ritory vv^ho voted without being sworn as to their quali- 
fications, and, immediately arter the election, returned 
hack to Missouri, some of them being the incumbents of 
important public oSices there. ' 

I will now, sir, quote what General Pomeroy 

says of the election in the eighteenth district ; and 

I ask the attention of the Senator from Missouri 

to this statement : 

"In the eighteenth election district, wtere the popula- 
tion was sparse, and no great amount of foreign votes 
was needed to overpower it. a detachment from Missouri, 
from sixty to one hundrea, passed in willi a train of 
wa^'ons, arms and ammunition, making their camp the 
iiigiu before the election near Moorestown, the place of 
the poll', without even a pretext of residence, and return- 
ing immediately to Mis.'?ouri after their work was done, 
iliL'ir leader and captain being a distingui«hed citizen of 
Missouri, but late the presiding officer of the Senate of 
the United States, and \Vho had bowie-knife and revolver 
t)el!ed around him, apparently readv to shed the blood of 
any man who refused to be enslaved. All iHtise facts we 
are prepared to establish, if necessary, by proof that 
would be considered competent in a court of justice." 

General Pomeroy expresses the opinion, 

' That not less than three thousand votes were given by 
these armed invaders, who came organized in bands with 
officers, and arms, aiul tents, and provisions, and muni- 
lions of war, a-* thoufrh they were marching upon a foreign 
•be, instead of their own unoff;nding Vollow-cili/ens. 
Upon principal road, leading into oar Territory, and 
))as.smy: se veral important polls, they numbered not less 
than 'welvfl hundred men, and one camp alone contained 
not less than six hundre'1. They arrived at their several 
(iesiinations the night b»tbrc the eicciion, and, having 
.licched their camp-j anc'. placed their sentiies, waited for 
the coining day. l}ajfi^ai.'e-wago:!f were, there, with arms 
ani amniiinitio:! enouih tor a protracted fiiriil, and among 
I'lem two bra«s fiiid \v.^i^i^', ready chirged Th^y came 
with drums beating a-'d flags flying, and their lead'».rs 
were of itie nio.«l prominent and con.«picMiou' men of their 
Stuto..:' ! 

How very considerate it was, Mr. President, in j 
these "prominent and conspicuous men," with 
their baggage- wagons, and cannons, and rifles, 
:tnd drum.?, and Hying flags, to lead the men of 
\Vestorn Missouri over into the forests and prairies 
ot Kaasa.?. to protect the ballot-bo-ves from those 
dangerotir^ men, the armed colonists of New Eng- 
land ! 

Sir, the gentleman from Connecticut wishes to 
know why ^he seats of the legislators elected by 
the Missourians were not contested. I will tell 
him: Mr. Phillips, a young lawyer of Leaven- 
worth, r.ot himself a candidate, took measures to 



have the seat of the member from sixteen 
district contested — and Wh^&t wa« the ^swH 
He was taiten over into Missouri aad Jj^ 
because ho dared, simply on patriotio ^onda 
to dispute the right of the memteer 0 his ,8« ^ 
into which h« had been voted by these mi 
men from Missouri 1 | 
Sir, the whole power and patronage of ,M 
Government, from the time when the Kaa8S»ii|a| 
Nebraska act went into opemtiou to tiiia 'lmV^X\ 
has been given to crush out the freemea; ot^iC|ua'| 
sas, and to plant the institution of Slavery, upoi^ 
that virgin soil. Read the papers whitsh eupporf 
the Administration in that Territory, and ;Wiiftj 
do we find? The Squatter Soverei^^ BAys: , | 

"We hope the Thirty-fourth Congrew will bft .th« ifenf 
Congress that will ever assemble, and that the Southsffii 
men coming into Kansas will be prepared to iriSU»|^« 
sas in the Southera Republic." ' . 



The paper which made that declaration receiv 
the patronage and support of this law-apidtn|f| 
liberty-loving, Union-saving Admvpistrktibn; 
which the Senator from OounecUput ia ftlvray^ 
the most prompt, the first — and about the only-- ; 
Senator here to support. [Laughter.] , / i 

Sir, I have before me an extract from inothet| 
of those Union-loving, law-abiding organs or jlHe 
Administration in Kansu". yvhioh supports tjhl 
law-and-order party there, u." whic|i we ,i*ead''s<| 
much in the correspondence before Us, Jp^^ 
Kichipoo Pioneer — a paper sustained , b^' ,|he 
friends of this Administration — gives us the fal- 
lowing fine specimen of its regard for law And 
order: . ; 

"The South must be up and doing; Kan»a» muiet itnd 
shall be a slave State, Mark what we nay. Southern 
freemen 1 Come along with your negroes, and plough up 
every inch of ground that is st this time disgraced aud de-/ 
faced by an abolition plough Send the scoundrels b«ck 
to whence they came, or send them to heH"*4t matters not 
which destination; suit your own couverience. Soutui' 
the bugle of war over the length and breadth of the liAid,*^ 
and le'ave not an abolitionist in the Territory to relate 
their treacherous and contaminating deeds. Strike. youri 
piercing rifle- balls and yonr glittering steol to their blmdk 
and poisonous hearts; let the war-cry never cease fti 
Kansas again, until our Territory is divestod of the la>t 
vestige of abolitionism." 

The paper which utters such sentiments ia the 
supporter of the President, and the organ and 
supporter of the policy which meets so warmly, 
the approbation of the Senator from Connecticut. 

The officers of the United States in the Terri- 
tory of Kansas — the judges, the district attorney,; 
the secretary, and the marshal — are all Slave' 
State men, and their infiuence has been givea in 
favor of making Kansas e slave State. Governor 
Reeder, who undertook to protect the people in 
their legal rights-, was stricken down, under thd ' 
pretence that he had been speculating in the ^ 
public lands. Of twenty-one officers of the Fed- 
eral Government in the Territory, nineteen are 
Slave State men, and one is a Free State man; but 
already he is marked by Atchison, and another^, 
designated for his place. Within the last ten- 
days, men from Kansas have called upon the; 
Executive to remonstrate against this striking; 
down of a public officer, simply for the crime of 
being in favor of free institutions. 

[At this point the honorable Senator yielded 
to a motion to adjovirn.] 
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TuEHDAV, Fbubuauy 19, 1856, 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President 

Mr. GEYSR. If the Senator from Massachu- 
5tta will allow me, I desire, before he proceeds, 
) ask bim a question. I understood iiim to state 
esterday, upon the authority of General Pome- 
ay, that a former presiding officer of this body 
meaning, of course, my late colleague) bad cn- 
sred Kansas Territory for some unlawful purpose, 
rmed with bowie-kniTes and pistols. I desire 
irat to know whether General Poracroy states 
hat on his own knowledge j and then, at what 
ime it wag that he is supposed to have entered 
bat Territory thus armed ? Will the Senator be 
jood enough to answer ? 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I very cheerfully 
mswer the questions submitted to me by the 
lonorablo Senator from Missouri. I stated yes- 
erday, on the authority of General Pomeroy, 
.hat on the 30th of March, 1855, the late Prcsi- 
lent of the Senate entered the eighteenth clec- 
ion dibv.ict of the Territory of Kansas, near 
tfoorestown, and tliat he was armed " with a 
)0wie-knife and revolver around him, apparently 
.'eady to shed the blood of any man who refused 
;o be enslaved." And this trustworthy authority 
idds, all these facts we are prepared to estab- 
ish, if necessary, by proof that would be consid- 
ered competent in any court of justice." 

Mr. GEYlER. Will the Senator allow me to 
state my information on that subject? 

Mr. WILSON. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. GEYER. Mr. President, when that charge 
was made yesterday, I was not prepared to prove 
X negative; therefore I did not iutorrupt the Sen- 
ator. I have since made inquiries of the Reprc- 
gentative in the other House of the district in 
which General Atchison resides, to ascertain 
from him whether General Atchison had crossed 
the borders at that time. He answered, No ; 
he was not there." I inferred, therefore, that 
General Pomeroy had given the information 
upon the authority of some one elso, and not of 
his own knowledge. The only time, so far as I 
have been able to learn, when General Atchison 
crossed into Kansas at all during the i)eriod of 
any disturbance there, was the last one which 
was mentioned in the report read before the 
Senate yesterday. At that time it was apprehend- 
ed there would be a serious collision and nmch 
fdeatr.uotion of life between those who hud col- 
tected ait Wakarusa and the citizens of Lawrence. 
At that time General Atchison, together with 
sora« two or three other gentleuieu — his neigh- 
bors — wfiut over for the purpose of pcrsuiuliug 
those at Wakarusa to forbearance. He counsel- 
led pejice. That was his errand at that time in 
the Territory. So nuu'h was ho indisposed to 
any collision between the citizens ui" Missouri, or 
those wlio are represented to have bren citizens 
of Missouri, and the inh;ihitant.s of J^awrcnce, 
that iic left his home for the liur-pose of inter- 
j-50sing as a peace-maker. After ward?, it is Iruc — 
iifter the pacification liad taken j^lace, :is niou- 
tioned in the report, tmd he wc,s about to return 
home — there was a gallant captain, of nio:tntcd 
jnon at Lawrence who }>roposcd to proceed and 



capture him. He was, to the credit of the com- 
manding officer at Lawrence, restrained from do- 
ing so. That is the only instance within my 
knowledge, and so far as I have been able to as- 
certain from the Representative of his district, 
when General Atchison crossed the border at all. 

Mr. WILSON. I place^ sir, the written decla- 
ration of General Pomeroy, a gentleman thor- 
oughly conversant with affairs in Kansas, and a 
gentleman of the strictest veracity, against the 
statement of the Senator from Missouri. The 
facts stated in this i2em15ri.al, drawn up by Gen- 
eral Pomeroy, have been published to the world, 
and never to my knowledge questioned before. 
That General Atchison entered Kansas at that 
election, I do not entertain the shadow of a doubt. 
That it can be clearly established by persons of 
veracity and character, I am. assured by gentlemen 
now in tiiis city from Kansas. 

Sir, I do not wish to do injustice to the gen- 
tleman who so recently filled your chair. When 
Congress assembled, in December, 1854, he was 
not here ; and you, sir, were placed in the seat 
which the Senate had assigned to him. He came 
here afterwards, spent a few weeks, and about 
the 1st of February left the capital for his home 
in Western Missouri, with the avowal that he 
went to look after affairs in Kansas, and ta organ- 
ize for the election to take place on the 30th of 
March. General Atchison was the organizing, 
moving spirit of that Missouri movement from 
which ali of these unlawful transactions have 
originated. 

I congratulate the Senate and the country, that 
the honorable Senator from Missouri is sensitive 
in regard to the position of General Atchison. It 
is now admitted that there was an unlawful inva- 
sion of Kansas by e.xcited and armed men, and 
that the late President of the Senate left his home 
in W^cstern Missoux'i, and passed over into Kansas, 
and used his personal iniluence with these men 
he had once org.anized, to prevent thcii imbruing 
their hands in the blood of the people of Kansas, 
and making Lawrence a heap of ruins. I con- 
gratulate the Senate and the country, that the 
Senator from Missouri has n>ade the statement to 
which we have listened. I hope it will go fortli 
to the country, that the late President of the Sen- 
ate went over to Kansas, not to aid Shannon in 
executing the laws, but to restrain the men who 
were ihreutening Lawrence with swift destruc- 
tion. 

Wiien 1 yielded the floor yo.^jterday for an ad- 
journm-jut, I was >;peaking of the election of the 
?,Ot\i of March, 1855. The result of that election 
was, that tlio nineteen districts in Kansas were 
carried by the Pro-Slavery party, and that more 
th;in six thousaml votes were given in that Terri- 
tory, wlicre, thirty day.^ before, there were less 
than three thousand voters. 

The question was put yesteniay by the honor- 
able Senator from (■Dunoclieut, wiiy tlie (govern- 
or gave cortiiicates of electioa on that occasion ? 
I will simply say, th.it Governor Uedlor, in the 
cases brought before him, did refuse to deliver 
the certificates ; that he made the refusal in the 
presence of the men who claimrd them, with 
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bowie-knives and revolvers in their belts, and 
amidst threats of liis life : and while he read the 
statement he held a cocked revolver in his hand, 
for necessary self-defence. There were a few 
devoted friends around him, expecting to see him 
murdered on that occasion. In the cases not at 
the time contested, in the cases where at the 
^time no one dared to raise a question, in the 
cases where at the time a contest was neglected, 
the certificates were given. A new election was 
ordered in those cases whe re jhe certificates were 
set aside, and, in pursuai^M^ereof. the people 
elected Representatives an(^^»cillors, and com- 
missions were issued to thCTir They met on the 
2d day of July, at Pawnee, and both branches of 
the Legislature, without examining the facts, 
and positively refusing to do so, voted out the 
men chosen by the people of Kansas, and voted 
in the men originally chosen by the Missouri in- 
vaders. This Legislature, thus chosen, moved 
tiie p\ace of meeting from Pawnee to Shawnee 
Mission, against the consent of the Governor, who 
refused afterwards to recognise it as a Legisla- 
ture. They went on, and passed the laws which 
are now brought here. Some of those laws are 
as inhuman as any code eve^,. presented for the 
government of a conquered people. 

I wish to call the attention of the Sendte and 
of the country to some of those laws forced upon 
the people Avho were allured to Kansas by the 
assurance that they were empowered to shape 
their own institutions. Here is a precious enact- 
ment: 

"If any person print, write, ii.itroducc into, or publish, 
or circulate, or cmiso to be hrouglil into, printed, written, 
piiliiisiied, or circuliUed, or sliall kiiowirgly aid or a^^sist 
in bringing into, printing, pnbtishing, or circulating, with- 
in this Territory, any t)Ook, paper, pamphlet, magazine, 
•haiuiliill, or circular, conlainii'g any statemeutsj^ argu- 
nicnts, opinion, scniunent, doctrine, advice, or inueiido, 
ealcnlated to produce a disorderly, dangerous, or rebel- 
Uous di»affeclio!i among llu; slave's of this Territory, or to 
uitiuoe such slaves to escape from the service of their 
musters, or to resist their authority, siiall he guilty of a frj- 
ony, and be pnnislied by imprisoiuneut. at hard labor. Wr 
a term not less than five years." 

This law, thus enacted, is the law that is to be 
^xec.uted iu Kansas, if need be, by the sabres of 
the United States dragoons. If the meti from the 
free States in that Territory should print or cir- 
culate this sentiment, uttered by the President of 
the United btatos, on the 1st* day of January, 
in the Constittitional Convention of New 
l^ampshire — 
— " I wonkl i:i.ke 



2 ^'Tl'"*^ ">'' ^'"^ """-^■''^^'•'I'^l"-'' '>[ Sla- i organic law—u.nder your " squattej 

■ 7, mat S.jtvfrv fi'.i.MMd uoi bHcome fitron<rer. ' '• Whiit , , • -.i . i • 

>'.tlun- islh-r^ eounected with Slavery that i.s not ob- i doctnne— with two., years'' impriS 



afiection " in the bosom of his slave ? And, siVp 
if in his wrath he shouid make the discorery 
that a son of the Granite State had " caused to 
be circulated " this sentiment of the prominent 
son of his native New Hampshire, would he r.ot 
try the virtues to be found in the tern of fivo 
years' imprisonment ? If some slaveholder shoui^l 
find in the band of hh fleeing bondman tho speech 
of the Attorney General of the United States^ die-- 
livcred in June, 1836, against the admission, of 
Arkansas, with a Constitution making Slaverj 
perpetual, wherein I find these sentiments— " I 
do not persuade myself that Liberty is ail ey||, 
or Slavery a blessing." " Shall we be brutishlj 
dumb when it is sought through U3 to render Sla* 
very perpetual in new States?" "I Jihould b« 
false to all the opinions and principles of mj 
life, if I did not promptly return a peremptory 
and emphatic No 1 when called upoa to accord 
my sanction to a forxxi of government which per-^ 
petuates Slavery."' Would not the slaveholder 
deem it a " fixed fact," that the man who circu- 
lated these sentiments was " guilty of a felonj','' 
punishable with five years of imprisonment? Ay, 
sir, if some son of Massachusetts should be foand 
circulating the resolutions of the Demi,ocra.Uc 
State, Convention in 1849, written by Benjamia 
F. Hallett, then Chairman of the National Demo- 
cratic Committee, and now the President's Dis-? 
trict Attorney for Massachusetts, declaring that 
" we are opposed to Slavery in every form and 
color, and in favor of Freedom and free soil 
wherever man lives throughout God's heritage "-r-- 
a pretty broad declaration, that includeiS Kaa- 
sas-"! say, that if these resolutions, endorsed Ijy 
Charles G. Greene, the especial favorite of the 
President in New England, as National Demo- ; 
cratic doctrine, siiould bo circulated in Kaniaf 
by some son of Massachusetts, he would be sub- i 
jected to tht^ punishment provided for m tbii j 
section. . ■ , j 

Here is another section of this inhumiva statute : • 

"If any <"rce per.«on, by spcaWiug or writing, agsert = 
maintain that per.«o.is have not tho right to hold slaves iri ' 
this 'IVrritory, or shall introduce into llii.si Territory^ prin^ 
publish, write, circulate, or cause to Sms introduced iutO ! 
this Territory, written, j)rinied, published, or circillated, ; 
in this Territory, any boolf, j»aper, iuag;>zjiie, patnplilet, or ' 
circular, containing any denial of the right of persbrin tol 
hold slaves in this Territory, sucli person .shall be deeniedf 
jiuiliy of lelony, and punished by nnprisoimient al hard I 
labor tor a lerni not less than two years." ' 

Here is a law which punishes any freeman ai| 

a felon who went into that Territory under 'yourj 

er sovereignty "j 

onmcnt, if he; 

j shall circulate any paper that shall " deny the i 
' right of any person to hold slaves in the Terrl-r; 
tory under tiiesc laws ; " and this is the law which- 
the President of the United States is so .ansiousj 
to enforce ; and this is the law which the Sona-| 
tor from Connecticut congralulficte:- tho countryj 
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nojcious .' " — 

I say that, if these avowals were circulated in 
iliat Territory, tlie person circulating them tiiight 
be denounced as circulating a speech that was 
cah'uhited to excite disaffection among men held 
ill bondage. 

If a slaveholder should find in the hand of 
some one of liis houdmon, wlio may have been \ 
taught,, iu spit*.' of loigal prohibitions, to read the | 
ten coininandiiients, the pregtiaut question of the • 
Chief Magi.-itiMie of the Uepublio, " Whtvt one 

tmng is there connected with Shivery that is not "N^ persan who is conscientiously opposed to holding 
obno.\iou3 ?" Would he not tllink it at least ^ j *^j'ives, or who does no' admii the riyht to hold slaves i); 
diino-ii^rvM- !; •■ 1 1 . w i ,/ J- I 'his 'I erninry. shall «it as a jumr on th« trial of any pros' 

ii<inge..,ou:, inuendu, calculated to create dis- i ecu.ion for anv viohitioiiof auv of uhe socitonsof ihisaci.'; 



i.s to be enforced ! 



And, sir, if any person shall be arrested by* 
Coveraor Shannon for circulating in Kansa.i an/j 
pa])cr3 denying the right of any person to hold' 
slaves there, this code provides that j 
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When the Legislature assembled, whoa it turn- 
ed out the men who had been legally chosen, 
when it brought in the men imposed on the Ter- 
ritory bj armed invaders from a neighboring 
State, when it removed to the Shawnee Mission, 
when it was repudiated by your Governor, sent 
there by tliis Administration, then it was that the 
freemen of Kansas assembled iu their primary'- 
meetings, and declared ngainst the legality of 
this Legislature and its acts. A Convention of 
the People was called. That Convention assem- 
bled, framed a Constitution, the People ratified it, 
and that Constitution is now submitted for the 
action of the Congress of the United States. The 
Senator from Connecticut denounces it as a spu- 
rious Convention." Sir, this Convention was the 
act of the People of Kansas, in their sovereign 
primary capacity. Tliey accepted the doctrine of 
squatter sovereignty. They accepted the doc- 
trines laid down by Madison, by Marshall, by 
Story, by Jndgc Wilson, by Buchanan and "Wright, 
and the chiefs of the Democratic party in the days 
when the Democratic party paid some little re- 
gard to the principles of popular government. 

Sir, the Senator from Connecticut denounced 
this act of the People as a " spurious Convention." 
In 1836, the freemen of Michigan, disregarding 
the action of their Legislature, came together in 
their primary capacity, framed a Constitution, 
sent that Constitution to Congress, and that Con- 
stitution was carried through the Senate by the 
votes of Bcntou, Buchanan, Wright, and the chiefs 
of the Democi'atic party; but that was in the days 
of Andrew Jackson, when it was supposed the 
people of this country had retained the rights 
guarantied to them by llie fundamental laws of 
the country. Sir, Andrew Jackson did not de- 
nounce the movement as an insurrectionary one, 
although they refused to receive the officer whom 
he sent to them. The Congress of that day did 
not denounce those men as traitors to the coun- 
try, as the men of Kansas are denounced in the 
documents before us, ten thousand extra copies 
of which we arc asked io publish. No, sir, no I 
This is the first time in the historv of this coun- 
try, whe-n the I^eople have assembled iu their pri- 
mary capacity, and e.vercised tlieir riglit, their 
inborn, natural right, to change their Govern- 
ment at their pleasure, and then been held up as 
traitors by the (Jovcrnniont of the country. 

Sir, the Democracy in botli branches of Con- 
gress sustained the doctrines maintained by tlie 
sutrragc party in Rhode Island ; and it so "^hap- 
pens that when Governor Dorr took refuge in the 
old Granite State, among the first who recog- 
nised the doctrines which he maintained, was the 
man who is Chief Magistrate of the United States, 
and who now denounces the freemen of Kansas, 
and holds up to the country as violators of the 
law, men who are, on the 4th of March next, to 
be arrested if they dare assemble in their legis- 
lative cnpacity, and choose two United States 
Senators to cotue a!id implore us to receive Kan- 
sas into this sistcrliood of States, and thus save 
tills fair Territory from bloodshed and ruin. Yes-:, 
?ir, this man, who now characterizes as " revolu- 
.ionary " what has already been done by the pco- 
•ile of Kansas, and warns them that further ac- 



tion ''will become treasonable insurrection," wel- 
comed Governor Dorr to the capital of New 
Hampshire, on the 14th of December, 1842, in a 
series of resolutions declaring, that "when the 
people act in their original sovereign capacityj 
they are not bound to conform to forms not insti- 
tuted by themselves;" that "the day of free*^ 
Government would never dawn upon the eyes of 
oppressed millions," " if the friends of Liberty 
should wait for leave from tyrants to abolish 
tyranny." 

Sir, in pursuii^HKs history, I have followed 
the order of time^^Hrl am now brought to speak 
of another invasiornrom Missouri — an invasion 
which took place on the 1st of October last, ^when 
General Whitfield was elected. I state here, on 
the authority of gentlemen, some half dozen of 
whom are within the sound of my voice, and who 
will prove it under oath before your committee, 
if you will permit them to do so, that hundreds 
of men went over from Missouri, and voted in that 
election. 

The invasion — the fourth invasion of which 
we have heard so much in these papers from the 
Executive Department — grew out of the cold- 
blooded murder of a man by the name of Dow, 
at Hickory Point, by one Coleman. Mr. Bra-nson 
and his neighbors took the mortal remains of the 
murdered Doav from the highway, where he had 
lain for hours, and consigned them to his last 
resting-place. The murderer has never been tried 
or arrested. Branson, with whom Dow had lired, 
was arrested on a peace-warrant, by SiierilF Jones, 
and rescued by some fifteen of his neighbors and 
friends. Then it was that the stories were man- 
ufactured, that a thousand men were organized 
at Lawrence, armed with Sharpe's riiles and can- 
non, ready to resist the authorities. There were 
not then more than three hundred Sharpe's rifleg 
in Lawrence, and not one cannon. There was no 
armed soldiery in Lawrence when these charges 
v.'cre made; there were armed men therCj'but 
iliey Avere not embodied. Of the men who aided 
in the rescue of Branson — an act which might 
take place in any State, at any time, without any 
Governor thinking of calling out the armed mili- 
tia, much less the forces of the United States — 
only two ever lived in Lawrence, and they were 
not iu Lawrence at tliat time. The rcjiorts men- 
tionctl in these dispatches, about burning build- 
ings, have turned out to Ije (.'xaggoratcd and mis- 
represented. 

On the strength of these reports, however. 
Governor Shannon sent his letter of the 2ath of 
November to the President, and on the next day 
he issued that fatal proclamation which fomented, 
at the time, the invasion from Missouri, and this 
was followed by his telegraphic dispatch of the 
1st of I)cceml)or. Here let me say, that in this 
Ictler, proclamation, and (li?paicli, Governor 
Sl'.annon shows that he is not a man who com- 
prehends his position or his duties. He was ex- 
cited and frightened hy the reports and rumors 
he relic'^ upon. During this f>criod, when he 
ordered out the militia and telegraphed the Presi- 
dent, dispatches, founded on rumors, were sent 
into Missouri; and the result whs, that from one 
thousand to two thousand armed men came from 
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Missouri into Kaiisas; and they were incorpora-' 
tC4l into that " little force of less than four hun- 
dred men," spoken of in these dispatches from 
KansaS; which rallied to the cail of the olScers 
of the militia! "Sir, if the people of Kansas had 
been with the Governor — if they had sympathized 
with him in his ill-starred movements — if they had 
believed that law and order were in danger — would 
they not have rallied to his support? On that 
occasion, the arsenal of the United States in 
Western Missouri was broken open ; arras were 
stolen aivl cnrried into JflB^S. Nothing is said 
about this robbery in tM^Rports. Missourians 
broke open this arsenal, wiistole cannon, ammu- 
nition, and muskets, for the purpose of going on* 
a marauding invasion ; and the late President of 
the Senate was compelled — so great was the 
danger — to hasten after them, to keep them from 
hurting somebody ! Yet, not a word is said about 
it in these dispatches ! Sir, if the freemen of 
Kansas had broken open that arsenal, and ha^ 
stolen even a gun-flint, you would have had a 
proclamation from your Governor and your Pres- 
ident, and the army of the United States would 
have been called out to put them down. But it 
was the organized men of the Blue Lodges in 
Western Missouri who did it. They have been, 
and now are, permitted to violate all law with 
impunity. Woodson, the Secretary of Kansas, 
urged on these lawless men from Missouri, by 
assuring them that " there is no doubt in regard 
to having a fight; and if we are defeated this 
time, the Territory is lost to the South." 

The invading hosts from Missouri encamped 
on the Wakarusa, within about six miles of be- 
leaguered Lawrence. In marked contrast to the 
inconsiderate folly of Shannon, was the prudent, 
firm, and heroic bearing of General Robinson. 
Throughout the whole contest, his prudence was 
signally manifested ; and, in the opinion of many, 
ihe country was saved from bloodshed and civil 
war by,his action. On the tth of December, your 
Governor tells you he went to Lawrence : but he 
does not tell you the whole story. He did go to 
Lawrence, and he met the Lawrence men, and the 
Lawrence women, too; and he saw the inflexible 
determination of the one, and the calm devotion 
of the other. He told gentlemen who directed 
tl'.e affairs of Lawrence, that they had been mis- 
represented — that they misunderstood each other ; 
aud then, after two days of conference and nego- 
tiation, he made a treaty. The first sentence of 1 
the treaty acknowledges that the Governor and | 
the pco])le of Lawrence had not understood each 
other. Here is a man who asked the President 
for tlie army of the United States ; who ordered 
out the militia, and incorporates into the militia 
of Kansas, by the showing of these papers, from 
one thousand to fifteen hundred Missourians; and 
then, after doing this, he -went to Lawrence — and 
what did he find? People who iiew to arras sini- ! 
p!y to protect their homes and their firesides i 
a.LMinst armed invasion of two tliousand men, - 
v. !io were threatening, with oaths, to burn their j 
city, and to blot them out from existence. I say, \ 
tloveruor Shannon made a treatv with General ■ 
..aue, (Known to some Senators here,) and with 
tienenil Rubiuson — a man who, I hope, is here- 



after to be known to Senators— and this treaty 
closes with the agreement, on the part of GoVi 
emor Shannon, that-be "will use his infinence t( 
secure to the citizens of Kansas remuneratiofi 
any damages sustained by the sheriffs posse 
Douglas county ; that he has not called upoa^peq 
sons residents of any other States to aid in ibl 
execution of the laws ; and that he has not' anj 
authority or legal power to do so, nor will hf 
exercise any such power ; and that he wil! fiCl 
Cull on any citizen of another State who may bl 
here." In these negotiations he agreed to wnit 
the question of the validity of the laws of th| 
Territorial Legislature. Then be issued an brdr 
to Lane and Eobinson to incorporate into thie sef 
vice of Kansas the militia of Law^rence, ^iijd dl 
rected them ** to use the enrolled fotce fo* tl^ 
preservation of the peace, and the protoctioii 
Law^rence and vicinity" against the armed tia^, 
on the banks of the Wakarusa. •: 
Mr. President, this treaty, which Shannon sigE 
ed, with Lane and Robinson, on Sunday, the 9t 
of December, 1855, will stand a perpetukr coi 
fession of his incapacity and folly; this orde. 
giving Lane and Robinson authority ," to use tJi 
enrolled force" — with those famed Sharp^ls r 
fles— " for the preservation of peace, and tl^e pre 
tection of Lawrence and vicinity " against: il ! 
armed hands his fatal proclamation Tiad suit 
raoneu, will stand a liviiig testimony ttat tl 
men of Lawrence were the guardians of liat 
Yes, sir, that treaty and that order ^yill stanch f ' 
eternal expression, at once of error and re|>en ' 
ance. 

After signing those evidences of his own hudl 
iation, he returned to the camp on the Wakanils 
and then, to the leaders of the crew he ha^ dray 
together, proclaimed his truce with the men 
Lawrence. Back to their homes in MisSoii 
sauntered these baffled bands of lawless desper 
does, cold, sullen, dispirited. They came to tl^ 
banks of the Wakarusa, big with threats of ve' 
geance npon the Free State men of Lawrenc 
they returned with bitter curses upon the imbeci 
Governor, whose proclamation had drawn the 
from their homes. General Strihgfellow, vrho 
pure taste the Senator from South Carolina ci 
vouch for, denounced the treachery of Shanncf, 
Captain Leonard, the leader of one of these gan 
of border banditti, through the columns of the i 
Joseph Gazette, declares that your Govern 
"raises a storm, and then to quell it, Judas-UJ 
professes his special friendship, first for one jiari 
and then, I conjecture, for the other, Bnt, how- 
ever this may be, he descends to the despicaV 
position of a common liar, both to the one pfti 
aud the other." 

You may search the records of the count? 
from the settlement at Jamestown to this df 
and you can find no instance of such incapaoi 
folly, and superadded criminality, as Wilson Sha 
non displayed on that occasion ; or such an ut 
disregard of the rights of the people as was ma: 
fested by the border settlers of Missouri. I co 
mend to the consideration of the. .Senator fn 
Missouri these pregnant question? of the ^ 
Louis Jfemocra'., a paper published i\t his O' 
home : 
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"What rifrin had xhnBC horri of {)ordi;r banditti lo in- 
adc the soil of tFiat Terriior , iinii eiilirtt themselves in 
uppnrt of fJovenior Shannon ? What hupiness hid they 
here? Whal law or what preceilent would jiistif' their in- 
erferctice in l!"^- sitFuirs of a free and sovereign Ten iloiy ? 
Vhal right liad fjovernor Shannon and Striiigfellovv to 
'ivi'e. cncouraf/ft. or countenance 'heir presn.nee in arms. 
II a Commonwealth of which they were not citizens? 
Vas there, ever a more {»lariag iiitonsisteii' y, or a more 
lariiisj pnira!,'e. tUsin that l»y wliich Slianiioii and his- 
linions h .ve sought to overawe and crash a portion of 
le people of Knnnap, by introducing' a {^ani; of lawless 
esperadoes upon their soil, armed to the teeth with 
I'capoi.s oiit iined hy I'reakinfj: open a United Slates 
rnenal? Ilns tlie ci- ili/.ed world ever known a more 
is.raceftil. barl.'arous, and savage apcctaelc?'' 

This Adininistration has now clotlied Wilson 
Jhannon — whose incompetency has been made 
maifest to the world — with the civil and military 
uthority, and with all the power of the Govern- 
lent to execute the laws, and to maintain order 
X the Territory. The duties assigned this oHiccr, 
1 the present critical condition of affairs oji your 
•oaticrs, are of the gravest and most weighty 
haractcr. Sir, your Administration — by the 
'auton repeal of . the Missouri prohibition, by 
le failure to protect the actual residents of Kaii- 
is in their rights, and by the blundering acts and 
fiiuinal remissness of the official authorities — 
as. brought the nation to the perilous edge of 
wA strife. Sir, this Adrainistratiou owes it to 
le country, whoso peace is in danger this day, 
1 intrust the responsible and delicate duties of 
oyernor of Kansas to a prudent, judicious, sa- 
icious statesman — a man of individual honor 
id personal character, in whom the people can 
ace the fullest confidence. Wilson Shannon is 
)t that man. The man who could descend to 
jgr,ading companionship around the gaming 
blea of those saloons of San Francisco, (describ- 
1 by that experienced traveller, Madtime Ida 
i'eilTer, as the most dissolute she had ever seen 

her tour of the globe,) with Mexican greasers, 
e escaped convicts of the British penai colonies, 
id the desperadoes of the Old World and the 
— the mat! who could, while Kansas was 
errun by armed bands, summoned around Law- 
nce by his own reckless letters, dispatches, and 
oclaiuatious, while civil war lowered over the 
ople inti-usted to his care— while an honored 
iizeu, stricken down by the assassin, lay cold 

death, ami a devoted wife was weeping over 
3 mortal remains, make himself the htuniliating 
ject of tiie derision of . his enemies, and of the 
ty of his friends, by an exhibition of gross in- 
xication — is not, the man to whom the Amcr- 
n people wuuld intrust the alfairs of Kansas. 

I call the attention of the Senate, Mr. President, 
another foray over the borders — to the fifth 
ssouri invasion. I mean the irruption into 
insas on the i:)lh of December, when the pooi>lo 
ire called upon to vole upon the Constitution 
Lined by that Convention the Senator from 
'uneclicut is pleased to pronounce "spurious." 
ong the Mi.-^souri border, the people in several 
the voting precincts were overawed by threats 
impending violence, and meetings were not 
idea. At Leavenworth, the election was bro- 
a up by the lawless brutitlity of men, many of 
lom had been ordered to Leavenworth on that 
y, to be formally discharged from service in 



• the Kansas militia, into which theiy had been in- 
corporated. At the dinner hoar, while most of 
the people were absent from the polls, these 
"border ruffians " rushed upon the ofiicers, broke 
up the meeting, beat to the earth vV'itheroll, the 
clerk, whose Hie was saved by the heroic daring 
of Brown, since foully murdered, who rushed to 
his rescue at a moment when the uplifted axe of 
the assassin was about to descend upon his ])ros- 
trate form. 

On the 2 2d of December, another foray was 
made upon freedon|BL|Leavenworth, and the 
press of Mr. Delahf^^Hich barely escaped on 
the 15th, was dcstroyCTlF Mr. Delahay is a native 
•of Maryland, and has been a slaveholder in his 
native State, in Alabama, and in Missouri; a man 
who has little sympathy with Anti-Slavery men. 
He is simply one of those moderate, conservative 
men, who believe that "free labor is honorable, 
and slave labor is dishonorable," and that the 
permanent interests of Kansas would be promoted 
by making it a free Commonwealth. 

On the 16th of January, the people of Kansa« 
were called upon to elect officers under the Con- 
stitution adopted on t»ie 15th of December. An- 
other assault upon the freedom of the ballot-box 
was made at Baston, by armed men. The people 
attempted to resist the destruction of the ballot- 
boxes by these marauding squads that were 
prowling over the country, insulting the people, 
and robbing them, of their means of defence. 
Peaceable, law-abiding citizens were hunted 
down, fired upon, and their lives put in immi- 
nent peril. Some of them had to fiee to Law- 
rence, as to a cii}' of refuge, to save themselves 
from the vengeance of tlie prowling assassins. 
A i)arty of these lawless desperadoes captured 
Mr. Brown — who so bravtdy rescued Withercll at 
Leavenworth — and several others, robbed them 
of their arms, and then, with hatchets and knives, 
they fiendishly hacked and cut Brown to pieces, 
flung him in a dying cotidition into a carriage, 
and bore liim to his home, to breathe out his life 
in the arms of his distracted wife, another sacri- 
fice to the dark spirit of slave propagandism. 

To-day, sir, unless they are on their march, 
thv^ro is artniiig and organising in Western Mis- 
souri, in the Blue Lodges, in the serrot cunps, 
hosts of men for another invasion. Sleepless 
eyes are u])on these movements, organized by 
Atchison and his subalterns, (ilcnctal Lane and 
General llobinson sent to the i'residetit. on the 
2 1st of January, a telegraphic di.^])alch. Colonel 
Lane — a man who trod tlic battle-fioKl of Buena 
Vista — a mati who knows something (if what 
wor is, who knows sometliiiig of the threats 
that have been made, ;ind the prep;ir,itions that 
are now making, on titc l>orders of Western Mi.=;- 
souri, for another lawless inva.-^ioii of Kiviisa.^ — ha? 
a])pealed to the President for jirotcction. He is« 
no fanatic. Sir, you cannot cill iriin an Aboli- 
tionist, at least not yet. 

Mr. ilALI']. lie will he one f-oon. 

Mr. WILSON. The Senator from New llan^p- 
shire sajs he wiil be otic soon. The s>'oiies 
through which he is passing are caK ttlatod to 
abolilioni/,e rnen made of the hardest natures. 
John Quincy Adams once said that a mm " ha.s 
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the right to be an Abolitionist, and in being an 
Abolitionist he violates no law, human or divine." 
General Lane may bo an Abolitionist ; but, sir, 
he is not one now. On the 2 1st of January he 
asked the President to send the military force 
stationed at Fort Leavenwortli to protect the peo- 
ple of Kansaa against an invasioii which is " or- 
g-anizinf? on our border, amply supplied with ar- 
tillery, for the avowed purpose of invading our 
Territory, demolishing our towns, and butchering 
our uaofl'ending Free gtal| citizens." 

T'.vo days after, on Ja^Riry 23d, General Lane 
and General Robinson asked the President to 
i:;sije his pruclaniation forbidding this lawless in- 
rHsij:)n of their Territory. The Senator from Con- 
necticut Hatters himself that those of us who do 
not approve the course of the Adniinistra-tiou 
will be greatly disappointed to fujd that the lead- 
ers of the Free State movement in Kansas have 
implored the Executive to issue his proclamation. 
Let not the f5eaatQr' from Oonnecticut lay the 
flatterijig unction to his soul, that we arc cha- 
grined by the disclosure of this correspondence, 
iiobiiison and Lane, in behalf of the imperilled 
people of Kansas, asked the President to issue 
••his proclamation immedialely forbidding the 
invasion, which, if carried out as })laancd, will 
stand forth without a parallel in the world's his- 
tory." Tlioy did not ask the President for his 
proclamation agtiinst the Avronged and oppressed 
}>cople of Kansas. They asked ibr bread — the 
President gave them a stone. They asked for a 
ii.sii — the President gave them a»serpent. 

The President, sir, has issued ills prochirr.alion, 
but that proclamation is chiefly and mainly di- 
rected against' Jiane and Robi-nson, and ttt liber- 
ty-loviJig, laAv-abiding Free State men of Kani^as. 
liiku his annual message, in which he softly spoke 
of the long series of outrages you will scarcely 
lind paralleled in tlie history of Christian States, 
as •* irregularities " — like that special messuage in 
which the aggressive acts of the Missouri iiiva" 
ders were covered over with mild and honeyed 
plirasc.s, and the defensive measures of the actual 
settlers treated as insurrectionary acts, demanding 
Executive censure, this proclamatiou will be re- 
ceived on the Western borders by the men who, 
by their votes and by their resolves, have dicta- 
ted law to Kansas, with shouts of a{)proval. Sir, 
this proclamation will carry no terror into the 
Blue Lodges smd secret clubs of Western Mis- 
souri. 

But, Kir, we were congratulated yesterday by 
the Senator from Connecticut, that the laws were 
to be executed and order preserved. I «ill the 
attention of the Senate and of the country to the 
order of the Secretary of War. What does this 
order s:»y to Colonel Sumner? Does it clearly 
and estire.^.sly command him to arrest, at all haz- 
ard?, any aggressive movement upon Kansas, 
iVuni Missouri? The Secretary of War informs 
Colonel Sumner that 

"Th" I'r^^sicleul hs-i. by proclam«uitii. wnnu;il al! p'-r- 
•'on-i cotsii'huitl far insurrection pr iricasii e aicu't'i! >on 
'i^juiuti oi',;:i!ra<;d (joverii-n-iit o ih'.> 'IVrniorj of 
K'!.n>;:i=«. or ii<sociHi'-;ft to Tiisht rh? ilii" r^fo^'-iin i of tti'^ 
!a>.v-. Ui rf-iiv to ithsf-iin from: f.;«i.'.b r« voiniionury and 
1 a w li> c s (1 roc eedi 1 1 > .' ■' 

Does the Secrfitary^ thftn. direct Uoioniiti Sma- ! 



ner to defend Kansas against " invasive aggir^ 
sion 7" No, sir, nof The Secretary then i83ti« 
the orders of the Goremment to Colonel Sttcd 
ner in these terms: 

"If, Uierefore, the Governor of the Territory^ findin 
the oriiijiary coursse of judicial proce. ding and ihepowei 
vested ill the Unittd States marstiais itsadequate tort}: 
Ruppre ^ion of insurrectionary eambmatimis or armtd r< 
sii^tanci to the t^-itution of the /aif , showld jnak<2 ruqtusiuc 
upon yon to fiiriiJs.h a military force to Bid him in the pe 
formance of thut;otBcial duty, you are heipl)y diiected^ 
employ for Uiai purpose the forces under your commaiid 

Sir, this is not a direction to Colonel Sumac 
to use his forces against the armed Missouri ii 
vaders. The Secretary tells the Colonel that tl 
President has sent out his proclamation ag'ain 
those movements; but when he comes to dire 
the comraander of the force of the United Stat^ 
what to do, he does not order him to use th 
force, if there shall be an invasion from the Sia 
of Missouri. The Secretary shrinks from 
ting himself against the lawless men ivho re 
resent a Power in this country that snstai 
them in their aggressive acts. Sir, the Secfetti 
bends to that Power ; he bows to these men w' 
have no " qualms of conscience aii to violatii 
laws, State or National;" and we have had hot 
ing bnt hovfs to thes^ men for the last eightc- 
months, from the other end of the avenue. 

The reason why the (tovornmcnt ban not as 
its proper legitimate influences in Kansas,'! 
peace, for order, and for liberty, is the same teas 
which originally snatched that four hundred a 
fifty thousand square miles of free soil—con; 
crated forever to tlie laboring millions of f 
conntry — and flung it open to the slavc-cxtcndi 
intctX'Sts. 

Sir, I know that men in the confidence of" 
Adminis;tration have expressed the iifca that 
Administration intends, if the People's Lcgis 
ture meets on the 4fh of March, to arrest 
mcml'crs the moment they take the oaths of ofi* 
ft is a well-known fact, sir — known bv those v 
know anvthing about affairs in Kansas—t 
they do not intend to pass laws, or interfere 
any way with the legislation of the count 
that they intend merely to assemble, state tl 
grievances to the country, and choose Sonal 
to cotne here, to implore us^ in God's name 
carry out the \Vishes of the people, and al 
Kansas to take her place in this Union of 
Commonwealths. I understand these to be 
intentions of the tried and trusted leaders of 
Free State men in Kansas. Yon may arrest C 
crnor Robinson and the leaders of the Free S 
party ; yon may imprison them if yon will ; 
may shed the blood of the actual settlers of K 
sas ; bnt you cannot break their spirits, or cr 
out their hopes. The people of Kansa.=! are 
a free State i and if it is made a slave Slat 
will be by the criminal remissness or direct 
terpostfion of this Administration. Leave 
people of Kansas free, uninfluenced by your S 
State officials you have thrust upon them, u 
flucnced by foreign interposition, and they 
bring her here clothed in the white robes of ? 
dom. 

The Senator from Missouri said to ug the ( 
day, that the colonists from the Hast wishi 
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;€ep others out; that tliey wished to get posses^ 
ioa of the Territory. Armed men, he said, had 
rossed from Missouri to protect the bailot-boxes 
j^uinst the armed colonists sent there by the 
Irnigrant Aid Society ! Did they protect the bal- 
>t-boxes oil the 20th of November, 1854, when 
ley M'ent over and gave fifteen hundred votes? 
•id they protect the ballot-boxes when they 
larched into Kansas on the 30th of March, with 
innon, with revolver, and with rifle, displaced 
i« election of officers, and delivered their bun- 
reds of votfes, and, in a place where there were 
it fifty-three voters, casting over six hundred? 
id they protect the ballot-boxes when they went 
tere on the 15th of December, and broke up the 
eeting at Leavenworth ? Did they protect the 
lUot-boxes on the i5th of January, when Brown 
as murdered in revenge for standing by the 
dlot-boxes, and protecting it against them? 

Sir, men aided to go there by the Immigrant Aid 
(ciety have never — no, sir, never — at any time, 

on any occasion, interfered with the freedom 

voting. 

" Wlijilever record leaps to ligln, 
Tlicy never can Ix; sliatnod." 

Sir, T sec that in the South there are move- 
;iits from nil quarters to get up Emigrant Aid 
cieties. The Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. 
OWN,] always franlc and manly on these ques- 
ns, proj)03es that Mississippi shall send three 
udred of her young men and three hundred of 
: bondmen into that Territory, to plan and 
ipe its future. I. say to the honorable Senator 
m Mississippi, send your Mississippi young 
a and your Mississippi bondmen; you will 
,'cr find on the part of the men Vt^ho went there 
rn the North, under the auspices of Emigrant 
1 Societies, one single unlawful act to keep 
I out or rob you of one of your lawful rights. 
1} men who charge the emigrants from the 
rth with aggressions upon the men of other 
tions of the country, utter that which has not 
shadow of an clement of truth in it; and they 
>w it, or they are grossly ignorant of Kansas 
urs. This proposition of the Senator from Mis- 
ippi was followed by a letter from a Represent- 
ee from South Carolina, [Mr. Brooks,] olfering 
five $100 — one dollar for every man they will 
d from his section. , I say to the Senators 
n South Carolina, that if the offer of their 
cague in t^ie other House is accepted, and if 
hundred men go from South Carolina to 
isas, they will never be interfered with in 
exercise of their legal rights, by the men who 
c gone there from New England or from the 
th. 

Miison, the organizer and chief of those bor- 
movcnicuts, thus appeals to the citizens of 
rgia to come to the rescue, for " KANSAS 
ST HAVE SLAVE LNSTITUTIONS, OR MIS- 
Jiir MUST HAVE FllEfi INSTITUTIONS." 
e continues ; 

.ei your youua n e-i conn- forth to Missouri and Kaii- 
l.tn il) 111 fotnf' weii armed, ana willi nioncj- eiusutfh 
ppori ilieni ror jwrlve month* and determined to see 
hinsj out. 1 do not pee how wr are to avoid civil wur. 
:i il will. I'wclv montlis will not ehijKt* before war, 
war, of ihu li«?ropsi kind, will he huou us. We are 
'ig nnd pr(^parins- fur it; indeed, vva of the border 
ties are prepur«d. We mi«n htv* tha ttipporl or the 



South. We are fis?hliiig the baule.s oj' the South. Our 
institutions ar» at stale f. We want men — armed men. We 
want money. Let your yo(ini( men come on in sqaadi, 
as fast as they can be raised totU armed. ''^ 

Atchison's Lieutenant, Stringfellow, calls upon 
the South to come to the aid of Missourians who 
have dictated law to Kansas, and "can do it 
again." The Mobile News assures the South that 
Atchison, Stringfellow, and their lawless follow- 
ers, " have been the only means, under God, of 
teaching such miscreants as the editor of the 
Missouri Democrat and j||s Lawrence friends, that 
the way to the aboliWonizing of Missouri and 
Kansas is a road of reddest blood for them ' to 
travel.' " 

Sir, to appease the unhallowed desires of the 
Slave Propaganda, you complied Avith Atohison'g 
demands, and repealed th Missouri Prohibition. 
You then told the laboring man of the Republic, 
whose heritage you thus put in peril, that they 
could shape, mould, and fashion, the institu- 
tions of those futnre Commonwealths. Ani- 
mated by motives as pure and aims as lofty 
as ever actuated the founders of any portion of 
the Globe, the sons of the North wended their 
way to this region beyond the Mississip[)i. These 
emigrants did not all go there under the auspi- 
ces of Emigrant Aid Societies, for it is estimated 
that not more than one-fourth of the settlers of 
Kansas are from New England and New York ; 
that nearly one-half of the dwellers in that Ter- 
ritory are from Pennsylvania and the Northwest. 

Only about one-fourth of the actual residents 
of Kansas are from the slaveholding States, and 
many of these settlers from the South, perhaps a 
majority of them, are in fiivor of making Kansas 
a free State. That many of these emigrants from 
the South are in favor of rearing free institutions, 
will surprise no one who understands their con- 
dition. Most of these emigrants arc poor men, 
and have felt in their native lionies the malign 
influences which bear with oppressive force upon 
free labor. Thirty-five per cent, of the emigra- 
tion of the slave States lias sought homes in the 
free States, while less than ten per cent, of the 
emigration from the free States and from the old 
world find homes in the slave States, although 
those States embrace the largest as Avcli as the 
fairest regions of the country oast of the Pwocky 
Mountains. 

Comins: from fields blasted bv the sweat of 
artless, untutored, unpaid labor — from regioni 
once teeming with the products of a prolific soil, 
now " exhibiting," to qtiote the language applied 
"with sorrow^ " to his native country, bv the 
Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Clay,] " the pain- 
ful signs of senility and decay, apparent in Vir- 
ginia and the Carolinas" — witnessing the pros- 
perity of free, educated labor, many of these sons 
of the South meet the men of the North, and 
statid with them, shoulder to shoulder, in up- 
holding the institutions of Freedom. 

Within the Territory, the men of the North 
and the men of the South meet together in coun- 
cil. Northern and Southern men stood side by 
side in those assemblages of the people that put 
the brand of condemnation upon the acts of the 
Logi.?laturc imposed upon them. Northern and 
Southern men sat iti council in that Constitutional 
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Convention the Senator from Connecticut now 
pronounces " spurious," and Northern and South- 
ern men stood side bj side in the trenches of be- 
leaguered Lawrence. 

Leave these men now in Kansas, free from Mis- 
souri forays and Administration corruption, and 
^■n spite of tLc inhuman, unchristian, and devil- 
ish acts to be found in the past legislation of the 
Territory, they will bring Kansas here as they 
hare done already, robed in the garments of Free- 
dom. Men of the South, you who would blast the 



virgin soil of Kansas with the blighting, wither- 
ing, consuming curse of Slavery — you, who 
would banish the educated, self-dependent, free 
laboring men of the North, to make room for the 
untutored thriftless, dependent bondmen of tht 
South — vote down the Free State men of Kansas, 
if you can; but do not send "border ruffians" to 
rob or burn their humble dwellings, and murder 
brave men for the crime of fidelity to their cherish- 
ed convictions. 



